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DEPARTMENT OF ThE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

5OCFR Part 17

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Notice of Finding on a
Petition to Ust

Cladonia perforata (Perforate Reindeer
Uchen)

AGENCY: FishandWildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Noticeof finding on petition.

SUMMARY: TheU.S.FishandWildlife
Serviceannouncesa90-daypetition
finding for a petitionto amendtheList
of EndangeredandThreatenedPlants.
Substantialinformationhasbeen
presentedthata petitionto list the
lichenCkzdoniaperforata (perforate
reindeerlichen), from Florida,is
warranted.Formalreview of thestatus
of Cladoniaperforateis initiated
herewith.
DATES: Thefinding announcedin this
noticewasmadein August1989.
Commentsandinformationmaybe
submitteduntil furthernotice.
ADDRESSES: Information,comments,or
questionsshouldbesentto theField
Supervisor,JacksonvilleField Office,
U.S.FishandWildlife Service,3100
UniversityBoulevardSouth,Suite120,
Jacksonville,Florida32216.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
DavidJ. Wesley,Field Supervisor,at the
aboveaddress(telephone:904/791—2580
or FTS946—2580).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Section4(b)(3)(A) of theEndangered
SpeciesAct of 1973 (Act), asamendedin
1982 (16 U.S.C.1531et seq.)requiresthat
the U.S.FishandWildlife Service
(Service)makea findingon whethera
petitionto list, delist, or reclassifya
speciespresentssubstantialscientificor
commercialinformationto demonstrate
that thepetitionedactionmaybe
warranted.To themaximumextent
practicable,this finding is to bemade
within 90 daysof thereceiptof the
petition,and thefinding is to be
publishedpromptly in theFederal
Register.If thefinding is positive,the
Serviceis alsorequiredto promptly
commenceareviewof thestatusof the
species.

Ann Buckley,astaffmemberof the
GeorgeM. GrayMuseum,Marine
Biological Laboratory,WoodsHole,
Massachusetts,submitteda petitionto

list Ciadoniaperforateasan
endangeredspecies.The petition,dated
May28, 1989,wasreceivedby the
Serviceon June5, 1989.

Thepetition citedrapiddevelopment
of the limited scrubhabitatoccupiedby
Ciadoniaperforateon theLakeWales
Ridgeof centralFlorida astheprimary
threatto thelichen, combinedwith the
frequencyof fire in theremaining
habitat(fires destroygroupdwelling
lichens).Thepetitioncitedtheresultsof
a licheninventoryat andnearArchbold
BiologicalStationin HighlandsCounty,
centralFlorida (Buckleyand
Hendrickson1988),aswell as theresults
of a searchfor this lichenby Dr. James
BurkhalterandDr. GerouldWilhelm in
May 1989at ElginAir ForceBaseand
SantaRosaIslandon theGulf coastof
westernFlorida.Burkhalterand
Wilhelm relocateda previouslyknown
populationof thelichenandplanto
publisha noteon thediscovery(file
information,FloridaNaturalAreas
Inventory).Thesitemaybe vulnerable
to washoverduring hurricanes;in
addition,thesiteis opento publicuse
andis thereforesubjectto tramplingby
visitors(letterfrom Dr. Ann F. Johnson,
FloridaNaturalAreasInventory).

In centralFlorida’s HighlandsCounty,
the lossof scrubhabitat is alreadywell
documented;theServicehaslistedeight
plantsand threeanimalsnative to scrub
vegetationin this countyasendangered
or threatenedspecies,hasprepareda
recoveryplanforone of theplants(Fish
andWildlife Service1987)and is
draftinganotherrecoveryplanfor scrub
plantspecies(FishandWildlife Service
1989).Thedraftplansummarizesthe
threatsto scrubvegetationand
prescribesconservationmeasures.To
the extentthat theplanis implemented,
it mayreducethethreatsto Cladonia
perforate.

Before proposingto list Cladonia
perforateas anendangeredor
threatenedspecies,the Serviceshould
ensurethat the truegeographic
distributionof this lichenis known.This
will requiresearchesof areaswith
excessivelydrainedwhite sandsoil,
scrubvegetation,andpopulationsof
ground-dwellinglichensin baresunny
areaswherefiresor othersevere
disturbancesoccurveryrarely.
Appropriateplacesto searchinclude the
Gulf Coastbarrierislandsfrom Mobile
to PanamaCity, theCedarKey area,the
Atlantic CoastalRidgeon theeastcoast
of Florida, andinland scrubvegetation
in theOcalaNationalForestandon the
LakeWalesRidgein Polk County.
Becausethis lichenapparentlyhasa
veryspecializedhabitat,andbecause

this lichenis easyto recognize
throughouttheyear,effectingsearches
arefeasible.Despitetheneedfor further
searches,theServicefoundthat the
petitionandits supportingdata
presentedsubstantialinformation
indicatingthattherequestedactionmay
bewarranted.

Reviewof thestatusof Ciadonia
perforate is initiatedwith publicationof
this notice.TheServicewould
appreciateanyadditional data,
comments,andsuggestionsfrom the
public,otherconcernedgovernmental
agencies.the scientificcommunity,
industry,oranyinterestedparty
concerningCladoniaperforate.

Author

This noticewaspreparedby Mr.
DavidMartin, JacksonvilleFieldOffice,
U.S.Fish andWildlife Service,3100
UniversityBoulevardSouth,Suite120,
Jacksonville,Florida 32216 (904/791—
2580or FTS946—2580).
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Authority

Theauthorityfor this action is the
EndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973,as
amended(18U.S.C. 1531et seq.

List of Subjedsin 50 CFR Part17

Endangeredandthreatenedspecies,
Fish,Marine mammals,Plants
(agriculture).

Dated:October3, 1989.
RichardN. Smith,
ActingDirector, FishandWildlifeService.
[FR Doe.89—24580Filed10—17-89;8:45 am]
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